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MINISTER'S  COLUMN  by Yielbonzie Johnson 

 

Last May I visited Chicago for the graduation at Meadville Lombard and with the intention of trying on the Windy City as a place I might live and work. Before 

transferring to Hyde Park where the seminary is I bid for and got a great room in Millennium Park (Yes, William Shatner and Priceline.com are friends of 

miner!). From the window of my room on Wabash Street I had a view of a corner of the Chicago River and the art timepiece pictured in the photo above 

which I shot from my room. 
 

The statue, Father Time With a Scythe, sits on a corner of what was originally called the Jewelerõs Building. To reduce the possibility of a heist, the 1926 land-

mark had a special elevator big enough to carry the jewelers and their cars. Al Capone is said to have owned a lounge under the buildingõs rotunda. The Elgin 

Watch Company commissioned Father Time, who holds his hourglass to the east and points toward tomorrow. 
 

I liked the clock so much that I did not notice until the last day that that its faces showed at least two different times. At the moment I shot the picture the 

Wabash Street face read 10:30 and the Wacker Street face indicated almost 11:00. There it was ð  my Chicago gestalt. I needed to know when to leave so I 

could catch my train and the signs that I saw could not help me. How odd, I thought ð even  cute. But I really did need to know what time it was! Enter 

Chicago native and Pulitzer Prize winner Lorraine Hansberry whose play To Be Young Gifted and Black  was recently produced at  the Illinois Theater Center in 

Park Forest. Cue òDoes Anybody Really Know What Time It Is?ó by the rock group Chicago who helped provide the soundtrack of a generation or two. Their 

question belongs to all who would seek a place of meaning, spirit and community in our world. 
 

I imagine you ask yourself this question or ones similar to it. What time is it in my life and the life of my family? What time is it in my work, the place 

where I live, my garden, my church? How do we respond to the òfierce urgency of nowó in the many facets of this jewel of a Life? How can we hold these 

demands in a way that is effective, loving, satisfying and sustainable? How can we let go when we suspect it is time to do so? I look forward to being engaged 

with you around these questions and more as we meet and become acquainted with each other.  I am confident that our Unitarian Universalist principles, our 

common sense and are most heart-felt desires will support us in the process. 
 

I found in Chicago and Park Forest places where I can live reasonably happily and productively. I found places alive with the creativity and the extreme chal-

lenges of our times.  
 

And finally, a musical accompaniment I hope you enjoy      http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEC_8BjLQoE&feature=player_embedded  
 

See you in September, 
 

Yielbonzie 

Bare stage. An old man enters, looks out at the           
audience, wanders about for several moments trying to 
find his bearings then at last sits, his back largely to 
the audience. he removes a hard-boiled egg from his 
pocket, cracks it, salts it and is about to eat it when sud-
denly he turns . 
 

òI wonder if you might tell an old man something. If 
only I might persuade you quite what it would mean to 
me. You see, I should very much like to know ð 
                           (Deep pause) 
 --what time it is. . You think that is silly, donõt you? 
Yes, I rather thought you would. That a chap might go 
off and hide himself in the woods for twenty years and 
then come out and ask òWhat time is it?ó  
 

                                 -- The Hermit from To Be Young,  
                     Gifted  and Black by Lorraine Hansberry 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEC_8BjLQoE&feature=player_embedded


 Sunday Services  

 

Sunday Worship Services  
 

 August 2nd   ï Lindsay Simon 

August 9th   ï  Marilyn Ragland: 

            Flower Communion Service  

August 16th ï  Beverly Feldt 

August 23rd ï  Pat Segner:   Water Service  

August 30th ï  Susan Urban & Phil Cooper 

Hello, everyone at UUCCPF!  This is my ñinaugural columnò as your new 
Director of Religious Education, a role which Iôm honored to have been 
given. I hope to continue the momentum of the program Jeff Levy-Lyons 
re-established and to provide the leadership and energy that will enable it 
to grow.  Echoing what Jeff often said, I truly believe that a great RE pro-
gram and an enthusiastic bunch of kids is key to a thriving church commu-
nity!  
 

My family and I are relatively new to the ñUU scene,ò having begun attend-
ing in September of 2007. I had visited the church several times before 
that, and each time, I came away feeling that I had stumbled upon a relig-
ion that summed up the beliefs and feelings Iôve had my whole life. I loved 
the people I met at UUCCPF and the seven principles resonated strongly 
within me.  
 

My husband, Jonathan, and I decided to come to UUCCPF because we 
wanted our children to be part of a spiritual community that mirrored our 
values, not only through the words of the minister and congregation, but 
more importantly, through the actions of the community.  When we first 
came to the church, there was no formal religious education program--I 
began to research Unitarian Universalism on the internet so that I could 
leap in and help Jennie Bohlman create a weekly lesson for our kids. I 
have been part of the RE teaching team ever since. Monica Regan, a 
veteran RE teacher, and I were recently reflecting on our experiences, 
and we both agree that teaching RE is one of the best ways to learn what 
UU is all about. (Newcomersðthatôs a subtle hint!)  I come to my new 
position with a Masters degree in Education and many years teaching 
children. Iôve taught environmental education, led Shared Inquiry work-
shops and book discussions with people of all ages, and currently work 
with educational publishers as a writer and editor in mathematics and 
language arts.  
 

Through these experiences, I have come to believe that the freedom to 
ask questions is one of the greatest gifts a teacher can offer her students. 
I believe that the UU emphasis on a free and responsible search for truth 
and meaning is an essential part of an RE program. One of the best 
things our church can do for young people is to provide a forum in which 
they can explore their questions and developing ideas.  
 

We are fortunate that our Board of Directors has agreed to provide RE for 
our young people throughout the summer. Our summer program ñOutside 
Our Doors,ò began on July 12th.  This program will take our kids outdoors 
and help them learn about and develop an appreciation for the land sur-
rounding the church.  If all goes as planned, all of you will have a chance 
to walk our nature trail with them in September! 
 

Thanks to everyone at UUCCPF for the warm welcome you have given 
me and for the support of those who have already agreed to help teach.  If 
you ever have comments or concerns, please donôt hesitate to share them 
in person or via e-mail!   jlibretti@sbcglobal.net 
 

Jodi Libretti 
Director of Religious Education            

Whatõs going  on in RE?       
Jodi Libretti,  Director of RE 

It is high summer.  "Loose your shoes" and realize the 
abundance of nature.  Kick back, relax, watch the clouds go 
by.  Enjoy your vacation time. 
 
With pleasure I announce that your Board of Trustees has 
hired a new part time consulting minister, Rev. Yielbonzie 
Charles Johnson who comes to us from Orange, New Jer-
sey. 
 

He is an African-American man in his mid fifties who has 

been an ordained UU minister for 22 years.  Rev. Yiel-

bonzie Johnson organized and led an integrated UU church 

in the African-American community of Tulsa, OK for ten 

years.  He also taught preaching at Starr King Seminary.  In 

fact, Rev. Peter Morales, newly elected president of the 

UUA, was a student at Starr King School while    Yielbonzie 

was a faculty member. 

I had time to get to know Rev. Yielbonzie during the three 
days he visited with our Search Task Force and the 
Board.  I found him to be a generous and warm person, well 
read and liking to sort through many ideas.  I  believe he will 
take good care of our congregation.  He is aware of the 
challenges we face in the areas of finances and growth.  By 
the way, Yielbonzie's African name that he was given by his 
spiritual teacher means one who hears the voice of ances-
tral wisdom - the place where people come to listen.  
 
Rev. Yielbonzie's plans to live in Park Forest or close by 
which is a real plus.  He will be coming by Sept. and your 
Board and Council will continue to work on ways of welcom-
ing Rev. Yielbonzie Johnson.  Please come to us with your 
ideas. 
 

In Fellowship and Blessing,  
 

Pat 

PRESIDENTõS COLUMN 
By Pat Segner  



Baby Itôs Cold Outside   
Capital Fund Drive Events 

 

UU Songs Summer Concertð  A concert of UU songs from our hymnal 
and the new supplement, performed in the sanctuary by Angela and our 
choir.  A summer date is to be determined.  Tickets are $10.00 each.  For 
information on either concert, please contact Karin Gerson. 

UUCC Outing:  Walk the Old Plank Trail 
 

Saturday, August 1st, 9:00 am.                                                                                                                              
(Rain date: August 8th,  9:00 a.m.) 

Meet on the Green in downtown Frankfort  

at the Train Station "Stage" 

at White and Kansas Streets. 

Park in one of the parking lots on either side 

of White Street, near Kansas Street. 

Picnic tables, food, and bathrooms are available. 

Questions?  Call Gail Roy: 815-469-1602. 

Sponsored by the UUCC Membership Retention Team 

Johnathan B. Fields Foundation  Presents  

 

A Gong Meditation event with Kenny Kolter!  
Saturday August 1st, 2009 7pm - 9:30pm 

Unitarian Universalist Church, Park Forest,  

 

Please wear soft, loose, comfy clothing and feel free 
to bring your own small blanket or a exercise mat 

in case you would like to lay down during the meditation portion of 
the evening. There will be plenty of padded chairs to relax in as well. 
 

The suggested donation is $20. 
No one will be turned away because of the inability to pay. 
We start PROMPTLY at 7pm for the Yoga Centering to prepare for 
Kenny Kolterõs presentation. 

 

~ Schedule for the Evening ~ 
Introduction: Yoga Centering, Lynn Lidbury 7:00pm - 7:15pm 
Facilitator: Gong Meditation, Kenny Kolter 7:15pm - 7:30pm 
Meditation 7:30-8:30pm Refreshments:8:30pm - 9:30pm 

 

This is a fund raiser to benefit the foundation. Learn more about us by   
going to www.johnathanbfields.org or call 708-828-0968. On Saturday, July 25, Respond Now held a 

block party for all its clients and staff in honor of 

its 40th anniversary.  There were probably a cou-

ple of hundred people there enjoying food, mu-

sic, dancing, an inflated trampoline house for the 

kids, a raffle, school supplies and stuffed animals 

for the kids, etc.  Everybody had a great 

time.  Prior to that the Illinois Migrant Council 

did the same kind of work  Thank you for all 

your support of this outstanding emergency help 

agency that began in 1969.   

 

Suzie 

UUCCPF on ENEWS 
 

Our congregation is invited to go to enewspf.com to read Gary 

Kopycinskiõs weekly news about Park Forest and the world.  

We pay a fee to write about UUCC under òClubs and Organiza-

tionsó.  The column is  updated periodically emphasizing 

events open to the public.  Take a look and give me feed back 

and suggestions.  I would love help with the writing. 

               Pat Segner 

                                  Special Forum August 23rd      

                              Expectations of predominately white UU  
 churches when calling a minister of color.   

                       

                       Dave Matteson will present the topic  
           discussed at this year's UUA General        
Assembly.  We will share our thoughts in preparing for a new con-
sulting minister, Rev. Yielbonzie C. Johnson.  Let's combine Dave 
Matteson's best insights from G.A. with our congregational      
aspirations. 

 
 
 
 
 
UUself ð Enlightenment Class 

 

The general objective of the class is to en-
courage an increase in the participants' 
 enlightenment by review and discussion of 
the experiences, words, and deeds 
of the participants themselves, famous    
self-enlightened UUs, and other historic     
individuals. 
 

The class (which is a revision of previous 
Build your own Theology classes) will be 
facilitated by Leonard Kirchner and co-
facilitated by Bruce Swiecicki, and Colin 
Kirchner.    
 

This class will begin at August 8th at 
11am in classroom 3 and will run for a to-
tal of at least four sessions.  There are no 
participantõs fees, books or materials re-
quired. 
 

 A  sign-up sheet will be placed in the 
Gathering Room.  .  



  Daytimer's  Book Group  

 

 

August  Selection: 
 

       ò  The Appeal :A Novel ò 

By John Grisham (Judy) 

 The next  meeting will be August 25th .  

The group usually meets  at 10:30 am the 

last Tuesday of every  month.      

FRIDAY COVENANT  
 

We invite everyone to join us for sharing and discus-

sion on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of every month from 

7-9 p.m.  During the first hour we go around our 

circle, each having the opportunity to talk about what 

is happening in our lives. The second hour we discuss a 

topic chosen by our group.  Come join us! 
 

August 14:   Heirlooms & Things That Mean    

    the Most To Me 

August 28:  Brain Sharpeners  

 

WEDNESDAY 
MORNING  

COVENANT 
GROUP 

 

We invite new conversation and social-
izing after the group. We meet on 2nd 
and 4th Wednesdays each month from 
10a.m.to Noon. Bring a bag  lunch for 
sharing and conversation.  
 

August 12:   We will be choosing new topics 

for the rest of the year.  Please join us and 

stay for a brown bag lunch and conversation. 

 

 
 
 

Rainbow Cafe is a social event that  pro-
vides a safe and welcoming environment 
for single or partnered gay, lesbian, bisex-
ual, and transgender adults and their allies, 
by creating a space where they are able to 

socialize outside of the usual bars. The 
Café is open every 3rd Saturday of the 
month from 7-9 :30 pm here at UUCC.      

Next Café:  August 15th 
ñA Moment in  
Balanceò  

 

Karen Nielsen 
leads Yoga 
Classes Monday 
and Thursday mornings 
9:30a.m. ï 11a.m. and  on 
Wednesday evenings 7:30p.m.
ï 9p.m.  No reservations 
needed.  Drop in fee is $10 per 
class and the 6th one is FREE . 
For  information  (708) 755 -3577 

Dances of  Universal 
Peace   are Circle, 

Meditative, Prayerful 
dances to the mantras 

from all World Relig-
ions.  They originated with Murshid Sam-

uel Lewis, a Sufi teacher, in San Fran-
cisco in the late 1960õs.  We  meet  from 

4pm-6pm at the  UUCC.  Nancy Pfal-
scfraft, a certified D.U.P  Teacher, is our 
primary leader. . For info. call  Pat 

Segner 708-748-2217    

Meditation  In the  
Buddhist Vipassana 

 tradition meets every  
Monday  from  

8p.m. to 9:30p.m. 
 in the Gathering Room.  It's a drop-
in group; come when you can.   Sit 
on chairs, couches, or bring your 
own sitting equipment.  Free to all.  

     UUCCPF Social Issues  
 

Free Movie & Sing-Along  

Pete Seger: The 
Power of Song  

Saturday, August 22, 
7:00 p.m.  

 

A Rocumentary of folk singer and po-
litical activist Pete Seger, who used 
music as an instrument for social 
change.  

 

Come join the Sing-Along      
 following the film.    

 

Free popcorn, coffee, and tea.  
Optional:   Bring a snack or non-
alcoholic drink to share.  
Optional donations accepted and 
welcome!  Invite Friends!  

Defense Budget Busters 
 

DBB's goal is to inform the public that 62% of our 

budget is spent on the Department of Defense 

(DOD) and the War on Terror (WOT). This is rarely 
mentioned in the mainstream media. There is 

never a public debate about this. It was never 
brought up during the presidential debates. In 
September a bill was passed to spend over 600 

Billion dollars on defense and only the NYT's men-

tioned it in three lines, buried in the paper. 
 

We plan to encourage our legislators that this is a 
budget way out of whack with our values. 
 

Munitions do nothing to help grow our economy 

except kill Iraqis and Afghanis. 
 

For more information, contact Judy Gleitsman at  

jjgleits@sbcglobal.net 

 
Choir  

Rehearsals  
will continue  

 

in September.  Rehearsals are  
off for the Summer.  

 
 

Choir rehearsals continue on 1st and 3rd 
Sundayôs  from  8:45a.m.ï 9:45a.m.                               
Performances will also be  limited to the  

First and Third Sunday services.  If you  
have any questions, contact  Angela: at 
AMarciszewski@standardparking.com 

Green Corner  
  In the summer, use the ceiling fan 
in the counter-clockwise direction. 

The airflow produced creates a wind-chill 
effect, making you feel cooler.  Remember 
that ceiling fans cool people, not roomsð
be sure to turn them off when leaving the 
room.  



Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY  

Karin Gerson, Joyce Semmler 
everyone born in August  

     

 

 

 

 

1 

6pm, Gong Meditation 

      Fundraiser 

 

2 
10am, Worship/ RE 

11:30 Community Sun 

  New Member Team       

Mtg-  Ministerõs Off. 

3 

9:30am, Yoga 

8pm, Meditation 

 

4 

7:30 pm Council Meeting 

 

  

5 

7:30pm,  Yoga 

6 

9:30am, Yoga 

7pm Menõs Group 

 

 

 

 

7 

 

8 

11am, Enlightenment 

Class 

9 

10am, Worship/ RE 

 

10 

9:30am, Yoga 

8pm, Meditation 

11 

 

 

12 

10 am Covenant Group 

7pm, Board Meeting 

7:30pm,  Yoga 

 

 

13 

9:30am, Yoga 

 

14 

7pm Covenant Grp 

 

 

 

15 

11am, Enlightenment   

Class 

7pm, Rainbow Café 

16 

10am, Worship/RE 

 

17 

9:30am, Yoga 

8pm, Meditation 

18 

 

19 

7:30pm, Yoga 

 

20 

9:30am, Yoga 

7pm Menõs Group 

21 

 

22 

11am, Enlightenment 

Class 

 

7pm, Movie Night 

23 
10am, Worship/RE 

11:30, Forum 

 
30 
10am, Worship/RE 

24 

9:30am Yoga 

8pm Meditation 

 

25 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

 
10:30am, Daytimer's 

Book Grp     

26 

10 am Covenant Group 

7:30pm, Yoga 

27 

9:30am, Yoga 

 

 

28 

7pm, Covenant Grp 

29 
11am, Enlightenment 

Class 

Showing of 
 Laura Jacobson's 

and Laura's husband  
Dennis' Art 

Salon Artists Gallery 

294 Main Street, Park Forest  
On display for approximately one month: 

Open Tuesdays,  
10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Wednesdays 10 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Fridays 12 noon - 4:00 p.m. 

Saturdays 10 a.m. - 4:00 P.M. 
 

The full text of a Southtown Star article 
about the late artists Laura Jacobsen  and 

her husband Dennis is available in  the 

Gathering Room for anyone    interested in 
learning more about this gifted couple. 

David & Sandy Matteson will 

be having an open house to 

show their home, for sale. If 

you know anyone looking for 

a beautiful home in a beauti-

ful setting only 10 minutes 

from the church. Invite them 

to set up a showing by phon-

ing us at  672-8837 or email at 

davm@davematteson.com 
 

Come to our next open house 

Aug. 30th (Sun.)  

from 1:00 - 4:00pm. 

Flower Communion Service 

On Sunday August 9th, we will hold a           

traditional UU Flower Communion service. 

Please bring one or two of your favorite flowers 

to share with the congregation as we create a 

beautiful bouquet that celebrates life in all its 

forms.  See Marilyn Ragland for details. 

General Assembly  

Dave Matteson, our delegate to the General As-
sembly in Salt Lake City, thought you might enjoy 
this picture and story of what happened to the 
huge banner that proclaimed the theme of 
UUGA:   "Standing on the Side of Love."  

http://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/the-
banner-covenant/  

http://us.mc1112.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=davm@davematteson.com
http://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/the-banner-covenant/
http://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/the-banner-covenant/
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Church Information     Office  Administrator 
70 Sycamore Drive                Evelia Lopez            
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            (Please note from time to time some office hours vary) 
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*You can help save a tree and a stamp by simply picking up your  
newsletter or receiving it electronically via email.   


